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      BOYD SPEAKS OUT AGAINST OFFSHORE DRILLING

Amendment to lift Congressional ban on offshore drilling included in bill

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today spoke out against an amendment to the Interior Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2007 that would lift a 25-year Congressional ban on natural gas production along Florida's Outer Continental Shelf (OCS).  Rep. John Peterson (R-PA) offered the amendment in the House Appropriations Committee mark-up, which passed in Committee by a vote of 37 to 25.  

"The Peterson amendment directly contradicts the widespread belief that drilling off our coastlines would be devastating for the people of Florida and our nation," Boyd stated.  "Offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, such as what this amendment would allow, poses a risk to our nation's military readiness by placing severe restrictions on the ability of the Air Force and the Navy to train in airspace and naval zones in the gulf."

When speaking out against the Peterson amendment, Congressman Boyd cited a letter from Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, which stated that "drilling structures and associated development would be incompatible with military activities, such as missile flights, low-flying drone aircraft, weapons testing, and training."  At a recent Military Quality of Life hearing in Washington, General T. Michael Moseley, the Air Force's chief of staff, backed up Secretary Rumsfeld's view, indicating that the testing ranges in the Gulf of Mexico are very important to the training of our defense forces, and oil rigs in the gulf could damage these ranges and hinder the military's mission.

Congressman Boyd is a co-sponsor of the Permanent Protection for Florida Act (HR 4783), legislation to permanently shield Florida's coasts from the hazards of offshore and gas drilling.  This legislation, sponsored by Senators Bill Nelson and Mel Martinez in the Senate, includes a list of coastal protections that Floridians have long fought for, such as making the current moratorium against offshore drilling leases permanent and canceling all existing drilling leases in Florida.  

"Our beaches and coastlines are special and irreplaceable, and it is our responsibility to protect them," Boyd stated.  "Drilling off our coasts would have damaging consequences for our beaches, our marine life and its habitat, and our national security efforts.  The people of Florida are steadfast in their desire to maintain the offshore drilling moratorium, and I will continue to work in Congress to keep this ban in place."
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